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KICKING OFF THE YEAR 

It’s been a busy and exciting start to the year at WCYO, and we’re so 

proud of everything our young musicians have already achieved. 

From performances to workshops, the term has been filled with great 

moments that remind us why we love making music together. 

Our students are not only growing as musicians, but also building 

confidence, learning to work as a team, and discovering the unique 

joy that music — especially playing together in an ensemble — can 

bring. 

In this newsletter, we’ll take a look back at some of the highlights from 

Term 1 and celebrate the people who make it all happen — our 

students, teachers, families, and supporters. 

Here’s to a fantastic year ahead, full of music, learning, and exciting 

opportunities! 

WCMA/WCYO PRIZE-GIVING 

On Monday, 22 January, we got together to celebrate the amazing effort and achievements of our 

students at the annual WCMA/WCYO Prize-Giving Ceremony. 

A big thank you to all the parents, families, and students who joined us — your support made the evening 

even more special. It was a great chance to look back at the dedication and passion our young 

musicians showed throughout the past year. 

The WCYO Senior Orchestra gave a brilliant performance that wowed the audience — a real reminder 

of how powerful music can be when we play together. 

And to our fantastic teachers — thank you for everything you do. Your encouragement and commitment 

are what help our students grow and reach their full potential. 

Here’s to another great year ahead, full of music, growth, and memorable moments!! 
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WELCOME TO KENNY LEIBBRANDT 

At our recent WCYO Prize-Giving, we said goodbye to Tyler Gibbons, whose 

journey is now taking him in a new direction. While we’re sad to see him go, 

we’re grateful for the time, energy, and passion he brought to WCYO. We 

wish him all the best for what lies ahead! 

At the same time, we’re excited to welcome Kenny Leibbrandt as our new 

conductor. Kenny is highly experienced and has already taken the orchestra 

under his wing with confidence and care. As a brass expert, he brings a fresh 

perspective and lots of knowledge to the team — and we’re sure the 

orchestra is in great hands. 
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A WARM WCYO WELCOME 

We’re so happy to welcome some wonderful new faces to the WCYO family this term! 

 Noëmi (saxophone) and Heidi (cello) 

Nolan – how exciting to have two 

talented sisters joining the orchestra! 

 Gabriella Papier on cello 

 Almari Pelser on percussion 

 Danaé van Turha on piano 

It’s always a joy to see our orchestra grow. We 

know you’re going to have a fantastic time 

with us — making music, new friends, and 

special memories along the way. 

Welcome aboard – we’re so glad you’re here! 

FAMILY FIËSTA GALA EVENING 

The recent Family Fiësta Gala Evening was a night to remember — and WCYO and WCMA were delighted 

to be part of it! 

Our talented young musicians filled the air with music as guests enjoyed a delicious spread of mouth-watering 

food. From singing to drums, piano to winds, the variety of instruments on display made for an unforgettable 

evening of entertainment. 

A huge thank you to Family Fiësta for inviting us to collaborate on this special event. We loved sharing the 

music with everyone who attended. 
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A MEMORABLE EXPERIENCE 

On Saturday, 5 April, the incredible Soweto String Quartet and Ultracoustic lit up Curro Langebaan with their 

talent and passion. 

As part of the day’s festivities, they hosted two inspiring workshops — one for Strings and one for Guitar — 

giving our young musicians the rare opportunity to learn directly from some of the best in the industry. What a 

privilege for the West Coast! 

We are deeply grateful to the Soweto String Quartet and Ultracoustic for so generously sharing their 

expertise, time, and love for music. The lessons and memories made will stay with our students for years to 

come. 

The evening performance was nothing short of magical. The audience was captivated from start to finish, 

treated to a beautifully curated programme that spanned a variety of genres. We left feeling uplifted, 

inspired, and filled with joy. 

To call this a 2025 highlight for WCYO would be an understatement. We hope to welcome these music 

magicians back to the West Coast again soon!! 

 

 Want to Make Music With Us? 

We’re inviting all musicians to join one of our amazing groups: 

 🎻  Orchestra 🥁  Marimba Band (Junior & Senior) 

 🪘  Percussion Ensemble 🎷  Jazz Band & Brass Band 

Come and be part of something fun, creative, and inspiring! 

Interested? Send a WhatsApp to Marianne at 076 742 8431 to find out more or to sign up. 

We’d love to have you join the WCYO family! 
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THANK YOU 

To all our amazing sponsors, supporters, partners, and friends — thank you! Your belief in what we do and 

your love for music keeps us going. Because of you, we're able to reach more young people, grow our 

programmes, and make a real difference in our communities. We truly couldn’t do this without you. Thank 

you for being such a big part of our journey!  

 
 

SUPPORT WCYO WITHOUT SPENDING A CENT! 

Did you know you can help the West Coast Youth Orchestra just by shopping at Woolworths — at no extra 

cost to you? 

Woolworths has launched their new loyalty programme: MyDifference. It brings 

together the benefits of MySchool and WRewards into one easy app-based 

platform — and it gives you the power to choose a cause you care about.  

We’d love it if you chose WCYO as your cause! Every swipe or scan helps us keep 

our programmes going strong and supports music education for youth across the 

West Coast.  

     From mid-April to end June, existing MySchool and WRewards members can 

switch to the new MyDifference programme and select their cause under ‘My 

Causes’ in the Woolies app. 

             Important: MySchool and WRewards cards will still work until 30 June 2025, but after that, everything 

moves over to the app. 

WCYO relies on generous supporters like you to help fund our lessons, instruments, outreach and more. 

Every bit helps — and this is an easy way to make a difference, just by shopping. 

Thank you for helping us continue to change lives through music!      

SUPPORT WCYO WITH SNAPSCAN! 

Giving to the West Coast Youth Orchestra is super easy. If you'd like to 

support our work, simply scan our SnapScan code to make a quick 

and secure donation. Every contribution helps us provide music 

education, instruments, and performance opportunities to young 

musicians across the West Coast. No amount is too small — your 

support makes a real difference!
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THE TERM IN PICTURES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

We welcome any feedback. Send us a WhatsApp 

or alternatively, send an email to info@wcyo.org.za. 

Click here to unsubscribe from the newsletter. 

West Coast Youth Orchestra®  

Image result for instagram log0Image result for facebook logo Image result for facebook logo

Connect with us on: 

 

SAVE THE DATES  

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

19 May – HSH Concert (TBC) 

20 May – Curro Concert (TBC) 

27 July – Christmas in July (Boesmanland) 

 
 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

General enquiries, applications & admin 

info@wcyo.org.za  

Account and financial enquiries 

accounts@wcyo.org.za 

26 Station Street, Hopefield, 7355 

Mobile: +72 82 710 3038 

www.wcyo.org.za 

Performances & Programmes 

director@wcyo.org.za 

Marketing 

marketing@wcyo.org.za 

Clothing / Attire enquiries: 

petula@wcyo.org.za 

Instrumental & Accessories Orders /Repairs 

sales@wcmac.co.za 

University of Stellenbosch Courses 

usmusic@wcyo.org.za 

 

WCYO will be teaming up with different 

partners throughout the year. In today’s 

world, it’s more important than ever for 

organisations and causes to work together 

to make a positive impact. WCYO is com-

mitted to uplifting communities on the 

West Coast — not just through music and 

music education, but by joining hands with 

others to help bring about real change. 

PLEASE NOTE: WCMA & WCYO will not participate in the 
Wes-Boland Eisteddfod in 2025. All students are welcome 

to enter and participate under their schools or individually. 
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